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Rodolfo Amando [né Rudolf Amandus] Philippi 
(1808-1904) (Fig. 1) was a Prussian-born 
paleontologist and zoologist who was most famous 
for his contributions to malacology. However, we 
fly workers know him for his venture into 
dipterology, almost fifteen years after his 1851 
arrival in Chile, where he penned his major 
dipterological accomplishment: a monograph on 
Chilean Diptera humbly entitled Aufzadhlung der 
chilenischen Dipteren (Fig. 2), published in the 
Abhandlungen of volume 15 of the Verhandlungen 
der K.K. Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in 
Wien (hereafter Verhandlungen). Some 426 new 
nominal species and 53 new nominal genera were 
proposed in this work, making it one of the most 
significant single works on Chilean Diptera. 


Philippi had submitted his paper to the Zoologisch- 
Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien (hereafter 
Society) in two parts. The first was presented to 
the Society on 5 January 1865 (presented by 
Secretary G.R. Frauenfeld) and the second on 2 
August 1865 (presented by J.R. Schiner). 


The work has always been treated as published in 

1865 based on the printed year of the journal. Fig. 1. R.A. Philippi. Source: Fundacion R.A. 
However, when I began working on the publication Philippi, Santiago. 

and dating of the Verhandlungen many years ago, I found that it was published in “Quartalen” 
(issues); usually 4 issues per volume but often with double issues (e.g., 1, 2—3, 4 or 1-2, 3-4). In 
many cases, the last issue was delayed in publication and came out early the following year. 
Preliminary dating research implied that was the case with the last issue (4) of volume 15 of the 
Verhandlungen, which contained Philippi’s article. Unfortunately, any archival records of the Society 
that might have given dates of printing, receipts of issues from the printer, and/or when the issues 
were issued was lost in a fire in 1945 during World War II (P. Hudler, pers. comm.). Its publisher, 
W. Braumiiller in Vienna was also to find any records of issuance. This meant relying on dates of 
receipt or notices in publishers’ periodical literature and any information that could be obtained from 
the Society’s own published meeting minutes. Receipts by zoological and entomological societies in 
European countries for this volume of the journal all were in 1866, most after June 1866. However, 
this was not conclusive evidence of a delay in publication, as there can be many reasons for delays in 
published receipts of periodicals, including those related to shipping as well as delays in recording 
receipt. 
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Fortunately, there are records within the 
Verhandlungen itself with many dates 
pertaining to the progress of various 
issues, and that year was no exception. 
Additionally, there are fairly consistent 
records of receipt of the journal by the 
Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien 
(in its Denkschriften, Sitzungsberichten 
and Anzeigen) and the city’s newspaper, 
the Wiener Zeitung. Based on 
information from these sources I was able 
to conclude that the earliest date of 
publication of issue 4 of volume 15 of the 
Verhandlungen was 8 March 1866 (via a 
notice of receipt by the Akademie der 
Wissenschaften in Wien). Notices or 
receipts within 1865 have never been 
found. This new dating was used by me 
in Evenhuis (2002). 


But this 1866 date was soon confounded 
by the discovery by Chris Thompson of a 
separate of Philippi’s work held in the 
U.S. National Agricultural Library in 
Beltsville, Maryland. It has a printed date 
of 1865 on it and Chris claimed that, 
despite the fact it has the same pagination 
as the journal, until that date could be 
refuted, 1865 had to be considered as the 
date of publication. 


I was reluctant to accept that. The date on 
the separate could well have been printed 

as 1865 the same as the printed “1865” on 
the title page of the journal itself (which 


Aufzihlung der chilenischen Dipteren. 


Von 
Dr. R. A. Philippi, 
Director des National-Museums in Santiago. 


Vorgelegt in der Sitzung yom 2. August 1865. 


Nemocera. 


Culicides Latr. 


1. Culex L. 


1. Culex flavipes Macq. Gay VIL. p. 332. t. 4. f. 4. 

»Findet sich in den siidlichen Provinzen.“ Mit gelbenSchuppen auf 
den Fliigeln, ist mir unbekannt. 

2. C. annuliferus Blanch. Gay VIL. p. 333. 

»Coquimbo, Illapel.“ Ebenfalls mit gelben Schuppen auf den Flii- 
geln, mir unbekannt. 

3. C. variegatus Blanch. Gay VII. p. 333. 

»Arqueros.“ Habe ich noch nicht gesehen. 

4. C. serotinus Ph. C. rufo-fuscus, capite thoraceque piloso parce 
aureo-squamulosis; squamulis fuscis in alarum nervis; abdomine fusco, 
albido annulato; pedibus pallide fuscis, femorum basi albida, Long. 21% lin. 

Santiago, Valdivia usque ad mensem Majum captus, imo Junio h. c. 
initio hyemis. 

Kopf und Riicken der Brust sind rothbraun, letztere mit aufrechten 
Hirchen und sparsamen goldgelben Schiippehen bekleidet. Der Hinterleib 
ist bei den g dunkelbraun, die Basis der Segmente mit silberweissen 
Schuppen bekleidet und so schén schwarz und weiss geringelt, bei den 9 
ist das Braun heller und der weisse Ring weniger auffallend, Die Schenkel 


Fig. 2. First page of Philippi’s Aufzahlung der chilenischen 


Dipteren. Source: Biodiversity Heritage Library. 


we know was not completed and published in full until 1866). Further research helped find a clue: I 
found that the minutes of the Society announced at their 3 January 1866 meeting: “Das 4. Heft der 
Verhandlungen des Jahres 1865 ist geschlossen und seine Ausgabe und Versendung wird in der 2. 
Halfte des Monate Jaénner beginnen kénnen” [The 4th issue of the Verhandlungen of the year 1865 is 
closed and its publication and distribution will begin in the second half of January]. This to me meant 
that there could not have been an 1865 publication date for the last issue with Philippi’s article, but 
Chris was insistent we had to use the 1865 date, saying separates could have been issued prior to the 
journal. I tried to find information from the volumes themselves on how separates were handled by 
the Society and could not find anything conclusive about issuance prior to issuance of the parts or of 
the completed volume. Most were issued the same year as the completed journal volume and 
sometimes (but not always) showed up in the society’s financial reports for that year further 
supporting publication of separates and journal in the same year. 
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Then recently, I found an article by Bob Carlson [ironically, a co-worker of Chris] concerning the 
dating of one of the volumes of the Verhandlungen. And in it, there was finally an explanation. It was 
a letter sent to Carlson by the general and editorial secretary of the Society in 1978, Dr. Karl Burian, 
who stated regarding the practice of publishing separates of the Verhandlungen in the 19th century 
that: “it was not until after the complete volume had been distributed that separate prints of papers 
were sent to authors” (Carlson, 1980: 123). This meant that Philippi’s separate could not have been 
issued in 1865, but only in 1866 when the completed volume had been published. With that final 
piece to the puzzle, and all the other the evidence at hand, I here conclude that 1866 is the year of 
publication for Philippi’s work in that volume of the journal. 


The following is a suggested citation for Philippi’s work: 


Philippi, R.A. 1866. Aufzahlung der chilenischen Dipteren. Verhandlungen der K.K. 
Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien (Abhandlungen) 15[1865]: 595-782. [8 
March 1866*] 

[*date of receipt by the Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien] 
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